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Cerebrospinal meningitis — Abstract of replies received to circular requesting 

information. 

[Continued from last Public Health Reports.] 

Alabama — Mobile. — Two deaths have been reported during the week 
ended April 9. 

California. — Cases and deaths of cerebro-spinal meningitis are 
reported as follows since October 1, 1898 : Bakersfield, 6 cases, 6 deaths ; 
Cedarville, 3 cases, 1 death ; Chico, 3 cases, 3 deaths ; Colton, 1 case ; 
Merced, 1 case, 1 death ; Napa, 1 case, 1 death ; Oakland, 2 cases, 1 
death ; Bedding, 2 cases, 2 deaths ; San Diego, 2 cases, 2 deaths ; Santa 
Maria, 2 cases. 

Illinois— Chicago. — (Correction.) — In the Public Health Beports 
of April 14, 1899, No. 15, 36 cases of cerebro-spinal meningitis, with 
26 deaths, were reported as having been treated from October 1, 1898 to 
March 27, 1899, at Cook County hospital. The statement should read 
"treated in 31 hospitals, including Cook County hospital." Three 
cases were reported as treated in Cook County hospital during the 
period named. 

Louisiana — Shreveport. — During the week ended April 8, 1 death 
from cerebro-spinal meningitis was reported, making 20 deaths since 
the last week in January, 1899. 

Michigan — Haughton County. — The county clerk reports 5 localities 
infected, with 32 deaths from the disease. The number of cases is not 
known. The date of the first case was January 11, 1899. 

Ohio — Toledo. — Cerebro-spinal meningitis is not under supervision 
of the local board of health. Deaths from this disease have been 
reported as follows : October, 1898, 1 death ; November, 1898, 1 death ; 
December, 1898, 1 death ; January, 1899, 1 death ; February, 1 death ; 
March, 1 death ; total, 6 deaths since October 1, 1898. 

Pennsylvania. — The secretary of the State board of health reports 
as follows : Ephrata, March 4 to April 8, 2 cases, 1 death ; Lancaster, 
March 15 to April 8, 38 cases, 20 deaths; Philadelphia, March 4 to 
April 8, 104 cases, 55 deaths. 

Texas — Paris. — Seven new cases of meningitis were reported on 
April 14. 

Virginia — Richmond. — No appearance of cerebro-spinal meningitis 
in this locality during the period referred to. During the year 1898, 
197 cases were reported throughout the State, exclusive of the cities of 
Norfolk, Petersburg, Bichmond, Boanoke, and Lynchburg. 

Wisconsin — La Crosse. — No case known to exist in the State. 

Smallpox in the United States. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Washington. — Health Officer Woodward reports as follows : April 14, 
6 new cases since the 12th, making 23 cases in hospital and 12 houses 
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in quarantine. April 17, 2 new cases ; April 18, 1 new case, 26 cases 
in hospital, 10 houses in quarantine, and 1 suspicious case. 

INDIANA. 

Dr. J. N! Hurty, secretary of the State board of health, reports as 
follows : 
Floyd County. — January 1 to March 30, 5 cases, no deaths. 
Greene County. — January 1 to March 30, 6 cases, no deaths. 
Jennings County. — January 1 to March 30, 4 cases, no deaths. 
Marion County. — January 1 to March 30, 16 cases, no deaths. 
Sullivan County. — January 1 to March 30, 5 cases, no deaths. 
Vanderburg County. — January 1 to March 30, 20 cases, 1 death. 
Vermillion County. — January 1 to March 30, 3 cases, no deaths. 

IOWA. 

Jones County. — Dr. Kennedy, secretary of the State board of health, 
reports, April 13, 5 cases of smallpox, 1 death. Only other cases in 
Iowa at Creston. Preventive measures : Isolation, quarantine, vaccina- 
tion, disinfection, and interstate notification. 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville. — Assistant Surgeon Russell reports April 14 : Total cases 
to date, 343 ; deaths, 6 ; remaining, about 45. 

LOUISIANA. 

Dr. Patton, secretary of the State board of health, reports as follows : 

New Orleans. — From beginning to April 10, 163 cases ; died, 1 case ; 

escaped, 7 cases ; discharged, 69 cases ; remaining, 86 cases. Dr.Theard, 

secretary of the New Orleans board of health, reports 2 deaths— 1 March 

31, and 1 April 1. 

MAINE. 

Dr. A. G. Young, secretary of the State board of health, reports, 
April 7, as follows : 

At this date there are only 6 cases of smallpox in Maine— 2 in Lewis- 
ton and 4 in Riley Village. Total number in the State since the out- 
break, 170. 

Auburn. — January 1 to April 7, 3 cases. 

Augusta. — January 1 to April 7, 1 case. 

Lewiston. — January 1 to April 7, 4 cases. 

Waterville. — January 1 to April 7, 49 cases. 

Winslow.— January 1 to April 7, 108 cases. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston.— Surgeon Irwin reports, April 13, 3 cases of smallpox and 2 
suspects. It is reported that the first case occurred February 28. 
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MINNESOTA. 



Dr. Bracken, secretary of the State board of health, reports as fol- 
lows : 
Minneapolis. — February 18 to April 8, 1 case, no death. 
St. Paul. — February 18 to April 8, 16 cases, no deaths. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

Beaufort County (Washington). — Sanitary Inspector Rodman reports, 
April 8, 2 cases of smallpox. Source of origin thought to be Norfolk, 
Va. Precautions : Isolation and compulsory vaccination. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Dr. James Evans, secretary of the State board of health, reports, 
April 16, as follows : 

Florence, S. C, April 16, 1899. 

Sir : Your letter of 13th instant in regard to smallpox in Edgefield 
County has been received, and in reply would state that the smallpox 
epidemic in this State was reported in full in the annual report of the 
State board of health to the legislature in February of the present 
year, and gave rise to quite an animated discussion in that body, and 
the introduction and passage of a bill for the compulsory vaccination of 
the people of the State. This debate was published in all the papers 
of the State, and acquainted the people everywhere of the localities in 
which the disease prevailed, which they knew before it was discussed 
in that body. At the late meeting of the State medical association, held 
on April 5, 6, and 7, the matter was fully discussed among the medical 
gentlemen of the State, and the newspapers commented on it as usual. 
The situation at present is as follows in different sections of the State : 
In eastern part, the disease was brought to Horry County by a young 
man from Georgia early in March, and communicated to 2 families. 
Steps were immediately taken to suppress it, and in consequence it has 
been confined to these 2 families. There have been 18 cases, all conva- 
lescent, no new cases having occurred in two weeks. The patients were 
isolated and guarded and compulsory vaccination enforced. There are 
2 cases in Sumter County, convalescent, and will be discharged in a few 
days. In Clarendon there is 1 case, convalescent, near Summerton, a 
small village. In Beaufort, near Pocotaligo, there are 2 cases, the first, 
a negro from Georgia, giving it to his roommate ; these cases are con- 
valescent. All the people living near these cases have been vaccinated. 
Since the beginning of the present year the area of greatest infection 
has been along the Savannah River, in the second lowlands extending 
from Parkesville, north of Augusta, Ga., to Robbins Station, on the 
Port Royal and Augusta Railroad. On January 19 I was notified that 
there was a case at Ellenton Station, 15 miles north of Robbins ; went 
immediately to personally investigate and found a funeral of the 
wealthiest negro in the section going on and 250 negroes in the cortege. 
This man died on the ninth day. The Atlantic Coast Line were build- 
ing an extension of their line from Denmark to Robbins ; the contractors 
of this line had 300 hands at work who were hired in Alabama who 
introduced the disease. I placed this territory, from Robbins to Augusta, 
and as far east as the Denmark extension, under the charge of Dr. W. S. 
Cannon, who formerly practiced in Augusta and had much experience 
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with smallpox, and gave him 6 assistants and gave instructions for them 
to make a house to house inspection, to isolate and guard the sick, 
vaccinate everyone who did not have a scar, and afterwards disinfect 
houses. Dr. Cannon wrote me on the 13th that he had just returned 
from a thorough inspection of the territory, and that there were no 
cases of the disease at present, and that it was stamped out. There 
was a case at Beech Island, 3 miles below Augusta, in the person of 
railroad section master, who contracted the disease at the pesthouse in 
Augusta. This case is about well. There were 3 cases at Mr. Cheat- 
ham's, 3 miles from Augusta, reported a few days ago. An assistant 
was sent immediately to take charge of these cases at Mr. Cheatham's. 
Early in March cases were reported to me at Parkesville in Edgefield 
County. Two assistants were dispatched to take charge. It was, on 
investigation, found that there were 40 cases in a very thickly 
populated district, exclusively among negroes. The same instruc- 
tions were given as above at Bobbins. Nearly the whole popula- 
tion have been vaccinated, many, however, too late, as there have 
been 100 cases, and the disease is of a more virulent type than 
has occurred in other parts of the State, the deaths being 10 per 
cent. I have in charge of this place Dr. Peter B. Bacot, who 
has had a personal experience in the treatment of over a 1,000 
cases. Dr. Bacot has 2 assistants, all of whom are clothed with full 
authority as duly commissioned sanitary inspectors to enforce compul- 
sory vaccination, and adopt such measures as they deem best to suppress 
the epidemic. They have authority from the governor to make arrests 
or have persons fined and imprisoned who resist or interfere with their 
work. He makes a house-to-house visitation, isolates and guards the 
sick, has a detention camp, and is supplied with vaccine virus and dis- 
infectants. 

I have written you a long letter, but it is necessary to give you full 
and accurate information of the situation. 

TEXAS. 

Brownsville. — Acting Assistant Surgeon Combe reports, April 8, 2 
new cases of smallpox. 

Bel Bio, Kinney County. — Acting Assistant Surgeon Hume telegraphs, 
April 15, 1 case in a tramp from San Antonio. 

Eagle Pass. — Dr. Hume reports, April 11, as follows: 

I have the honor to report that in the little town of Fuente, Mexico 
(6 miles from C. P. Diaz), there exist 2 cases of smallpox, both vario- 
loid ; also 2 cases of variola at the Mexican mines, which are 4 miles 
from C. P. Diaz. When I learned the foregoing facts I immediately 
called upon and consulted the Mexican health officer of C. P. Diaz, Dr. 
Canter by name. Dr. Canter informs me that these cases are all doing 
nicely, and that all precautions to prevent the spread of the disease 
have been taken. It gives me great pleasure to inform you that the 
Mexican authorities show me every courtesy in their power and are 
doing everything to assist me in preventing the spread of smallpox 
and the entrance of contagious diseases into this section of the coun- 
try. Begarding Mr. Solomon, who telegraphed you for relief from 
quarantine, I will state that this man took an oath on the train (which 
entered here from Mexico) to the effect that he had been in no seaport 
town in Mexico in the past ten days. Mr. Solomon took this oath on 
the 8th instant. After taking this statement I immediately proceeded 
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to the baggage room, as is my custom, to inspect the baggage of those 
on board. Upon taking hold of Mr. Solomon's trunk I found the Vera 
Cruz stamp and date, which showed that the trunk had been in Vera 
Cruz in April, 1899. ' I then asked Mr. Solomon whether or not the 
trunk was with him all the time. He answered in the affirmative, 
whereupon I considered he had made a false statement; hence have 
detained him. 

I am ordered by the collector of customs, Mr. Drake, to make a scout 
up the Eio Grande in order to see that no smallpox crosses the Eio 
Grande to this side. I shall take this trip to-morrow, returning in 
from six to ten days. A sufficient guard will be left here during my 
absence. 

Many rumors are in existence to the effect of the prevalence of small- 
pox in a few Mexican border towns. I will investigate the matter. 

Laredo. — Acting Assistant Surgeon Hamilton reports, April 5, as 
follows : ' 

The smallpox situation is improving. The city has been pretty 
thoroughly vaccinated ; the vaccinators are now inspecting those vacci- 
nated to see that vaccinations are successful, and if not, revaccinate in 
that way. There is a continuous house-to-house inspection going on from 
that source, besides, others are employed as house-to-house inspectors. 
There were no new cases yesterday, only 1 to day and 1 on the 3d 
instant. There were 27 new cases for week ended April 1. 

There were 55 persons vaccinated at International Bridge. Five 
persons not allowed to enter on account of sickness, poverty, or failure 
to allow proper vaccination. Seventeen hundred and eighty-four per- 
sons were inspected during week ended April 1. 

He reports, April 8, that no new cases of smallpox have occurred in 
Zapata County, Tex., and Guerrero, Mexico. 

VIRGINIA. 

Alexandria. — Sanitary Inspector Snowden reports, April 15, 1 new 
case of smallpox. 

Newport News. — Acting Assistant Surgeon Charles reports as follows : 

April 9, 3 new cases in the city ; April 10, 2 new cases in the city ; 
April 11, 1 new case in the city ; April 12, 2 new cases in the city ; 
April 13, 2 new cases in the city. 

Norfolk. ^-Acting Assistant Surgeon Hofman and Assistant Surgeon 
Cumming reports as follows : 

April 8, 2 new cases, 5 discharged ; April 9, 4 new cases, 6 dis- 
charged ; April 10, 9 new cases, 6 discharged ; April 11, 6 new cases, 
11 discharged ; April 12, 2 new cases, none discharged. 

Portsmouth. — Drs. Hofman and Cumming report from Portsmouth, as 
follows : 

April 8, 2 new cases, 29 discharged ; April 9, 2 new cases, none dis- 
charged ; April 10, 5 new cases, none discharged, 1 death ; April 11, 4 
new cases, none discharged ; April 12, 5 new cases, none discharged. 



